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~ Lets cut to the chase in this issue a man who isn’t dorky enough to get his guitar
~w=m-—--— squished to pieces is the long skinny Goof named Bones. All so don’t even thunk

___about getting your instrument being smashed for these folks back in the 80°s in
what was the punk scene in Russia. More worry about getting your face smashed by _____

- the KGB in this unique punk scene of yesteryear. The facts are pretty sketchy and

.. misinformation abounds but I will happily be corrected so I'm eagerly waiting for it.” ™~
The rest of the zine is on guitarosexuals, spoken word artists, demo recording tips, - - -

- and concert reviews. Plus annoying advertizements for all. So street freaknerd roq
with it BUB!!!
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Old Skool Russnan
Punk/FoIk

Back in the early 80’5 in commumst—led l!uss:a a
new music scene began due to records and
cassettes one could get on the black market. Can
-you imagine selling a CD like it was a gramof
cocaine? If it was something of the western world,
Punk recordings were one of them, it would be
what you would have to do. Serious stuff, don’t get
caught or chop, chop, chop!!! Majority of these
records would cost a lot to the average Ruskie so -
_ listening to crappy sounding bootleg tapes would

~ have to do. The other problem was being able to
~ listen to Punk done in their own Russian language
with the best solution to be home-made Punk: A 3~
problem would arise and that would be the trouble
'You would have buying amps, electric guitars, and
drum sets. Plus even if you somehow were able to
get at and afford these instruments they in unison
be loud and you can’t let the KGB know what you

- have and what you're doing. It’s not like here
where one could do a show in a bar and advertize
by postering anywhere you like so punk gigs would
~ have to take place in people’s apartments or
homes and the shows would have be announced
through word of mouth and what if you told the

wrong person. The risk gone bad could possibly
result in one’s untimely death.




- The scene would

| = have to stay small and the whole nelghbourhood

couldn’t know about it by hearing all the “noize” so

. - traditional instruments would have to do. Most
- providers of Russian 80’s Punk would do it on the

acoustic guitar but 1 heard of folks playing duh =
Punck on mandolins, harps, xylophones, flutes, and
even making their own guitars by tightly stringing
steel wire to pieces of wood. I also heard that some
shows the songs sung were so anti-state and
subversive that the Russian Punk scene would not
applaud some songwriters or:-bands for the fear of
KGB raids. Today the caution is gone but so are the
folk instruments played by Punks. A unique Punk -
_ scene vanished possibly forever. | got thisinfo
from going on the web to http://www.alisa.ruand
going to the links department of the website but
‘each link with the info 1 wanted was writtenin
Russian so | talked with this friend of mine named
Kevin from Wisconsin. Kevin lived in Moscow in the
early 90’s and caught the tail end of this really,
really underground Punk scene. | worked hard
getting information but my report still sucks shlt
What would the motheriand thmk" | -

ON THE NEXT PAGE IS A SMALL
INTRODUCTION TO THE RUSSIAN
PUNK/FOLK SCENE HALL OF FAME !l




| JEGOR LETOV

Hls band was named Grazhdanskay Oberona in Engllsh that
transiates to civii defense. Back in the &0's Egor hated the -
communist regime with a heated passion. Now in the 20's he writes §
songs about how great the Communist way of life is and bashes -
dl democracy and capitalism to all degrees. '

[ was told that her songs are the most subverslve ones written and
. she would play the guitar hard and faster than anybody else. Like,
look at mean power chord she has a hold of. Yanka mysteriously went
missing back in the early 90's and is presumed dead

SRR e

g,
47 N

These guys are rockers and the concerts are now held huge
stadiums. Some folks say that Alisa is the Russian equivalents of if
you took U2 and Black Sabbath and squished them together.
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Men and Women! Now...enjoy all the beneﬂts
of a real steamy sauna in

_vuun VERY OWN SAUNA SUIT

L - wear ItWhlle you
o EXERCISE JOG - DO HOUSEWORK - GARDEN
RELAX READ WATCH TV

- Does all the work of a steam bath'—’he[ps you enjoy 2
. the physical fitness thatis your birthright—
you're never too young or too old to get started!
. *Likea hbrtab!e sauna, helps getrid of all
“;-that bloat without dangerous drugs or diets!
e The easiest way to getrid of excess monsiure'
. +Feel lighter, look better!

«Works evenwhileyourelax..,. makes
./ any lype of exercise more effective!

»Easy to wear, easy to wash 2-piece sly!e
v Wl" last for years' Wear indocorsar out!

You'll feel younger healtmer shmmer inno t|me when you
wear this exclusive miracle vinyl sauna suit! As you just go about
your normai routing, it keeps your own body heat sealed in.

_ You shed unwanted moisture :ne natural way-—no eiectricity,

. nothing to adjust, nathing to apply, nothing to do! Mother Nature
*doesitall for you!

That's right, you don't have to do anythmg specnall Work,
“play, exercise, refax, watch TV as you like . . . your sauna suit is
- helping you keep fit every minute you wear |: without you realiz-
ing it! So comforiable and easy to wear, it's miraculously light
in wsight gwes you complete. maximum freedom of movement.

- LOOKS LIKE AN EXPENSIVE BIG-NAME
: DESIGNER EXERCISE QUTFIT!
Silvery metallic, emblazened with bright red and yeliow
sport stripes and black piping, it's the most attractive indoor-
outdoar exercise suit you've saen. Nobody will be able to guess

how reasonably priced this suit really is, ONE SIZE FITS EVERY-
BODY—-YES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN!

Easy to slip into, 2-piece style folds for easy travel or
storage.

FOR WOMEN ' FOR MEN .
This low price avaiiable by mail for a limited time only! only ) -
We insist that you be satisfied. Every penny of the $ 95 [~~~ MAILTHIS NO-RISK COUPON NOW! -———=]
._purchase price returned if your Sauna Suitisn't 8 A MERIT PRODUCTS CO., Dept. $19
-=wx ° evenbetterthanwesayitis! - n y

3200 Lawson Blvd,, Oceanside, NY 11572

Please rush ... Sauna Suit at the incredjble low price
of $58.95 each, plus $2.00 for poslage and handling.

|

i

! T SAVE $3. Two for $16.00 plus $3.00 for postage and
[

[
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A BONUS!
“KEEP FIT”
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W _P ne ’) Recently ina 1998 POPUIatio'n census taleiné in the U 5.2
5 anllazmg result has happened. The statistics have shown 2 e cut . e LA a
- . . ve shio
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_whe_t‘c their sexual
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. ; t of 200

ectric guitars a their ma; : LA

) pe_ople_clai_ming that 1'1'1 1.1 5 ?11 main bed mat_e. Anc]. of the group of

ot have Y : }3 ey éref as the term most normallv used, electro , Is all
- o7 have chlldren but many small shaped guitars. Y AT eekuate 8 do

Not to sound eleétxophobia_c but 1 o _ L | . ‘

don't want to give press to-those who get horny for a Les Paul "02 series. This

article is about a man [ met while I was per£ormh1g around the state of Indiapna. He

is Christian Amore who has been in love with and has been living in his country ——

home just outside the town of Lapaz, IN, with his acoustic guitar and now ’chey both [EEE.

‘would like to get 1aw£ully matried tog‘ether. The problem is that under U.S. and S

state of Indiana laws it is unacceptable and prohi}aii:ec]. even resulting in one's arrest. S

- T arry IegaHVL{theV moved |8 |

to Tennesseebu’cthat Woulclpreven ’EChns tion Lrom |
getting his &e_:gi;é.ej mrellgmus stu&ms at:Notre Dame.
Un;'versity in Close b‘f Sl_(;utl'l' Bencl Tllough he i

me he's willing to waiti

acoustic gm‘_taf Wlll tOO;l‘le 1’10Pes

b e ,a..g; 'W*- R . ‘.
FIRST MET EACH OTHER AT THA




Mr. Amcre also reportecl to me that not only iz 1t

tOL,sh Jeing, as * :he poatuaﬂv correct term is usecl an acoustc-sexual because vou
can't et mume: in a legit way but vour relatmnsl'up with your Iover/dm’car has -
strn ngs 2 atfaczed o it A proMem t['zat eleutro sexuals have too. Plus manv peopl '

leven ciose f,_eI‘.'la} thml:z ae wrong to he that way espemaﬂv When vou can Latch

sorme 1an "€“"O‘L¢ -il‘ue;: :1av1nd intercourse 30 V(.)‘l.l must ledVS remember to wear a .-

i'-t}nmL 31.."\’ n ,_e“fember of tl'us vear Amore and a sizable group of acousto- _
sexua.s rom all sver the 1. "5, and Canada will hold & demonstratmn on Capl’cal
Hill i= ¥ 3,ak_;n- on, D.C.. and will do what they can to get prominent pohhuans to
“debate with them. Amore aven Llal'ns that Bill Clinton said that he agrees with him
but saws be has = oy “ther people to pleaae first. T vou wish to send support to
Lhnx.s.n Amore ar.cl his offort vou can reach him at his web-site bv typing up

ww, gdtarivstoom just ?emember to have vour 1.D. number in memory sO you can

1

loog a: the kink photcs. iust be 18 ’to enter. Sorry Hanson.
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ECEDLY JAID HE mppoRU CHRIUTIAN BUT SAYS IT WILL BE

‘ TOLIGH TO GETIY THROUGH THE SENATE. WHY DOES




SMOKING WORD CORNER
Hugh Phukovsky

_ He’s Hugh Phukovsky and performmg wn‘h a collective called 1-2-3-(Anti)

. .__Entertamment they bring you something Hugh calls Wordcore. I listened to his .
© first recording with the collective where other than his and other voices '
- Phukovsky uses a Casio keyboard and recorded street sounds. Listening to

" "Hugh Phukovsky goes by quick and furious because he hits on 3 very

important points. 1°* he entertains to where it’s just isn’t spoken word but
..acting as 2well and you can tell he’s a master thespian. Plus he’s funny in an
.odd way stating that anti-comedy is not a style but a mentality. 2" Phukovsky
. makes an issue where he speaks about how our world will be destroyed due to
our greedy little hands. He asks how can we as humans make everybody’s life
better and fairer to each other. Striving for braking society’s oppressions and =~
¢reating social balance, which can lead to freedom for all. This leads to the -
" third point where Hugh Phukovsky makes one think and brings thoughts to =
yourself on how to achieve balance with one another and all. Forget abouf_' o
- hearing the tape see Hugh Phukovsky live because it’s like seeing a young
Jello Biafra with lots of movement really starting up a raunchy rant session. In
fact his voice sounds like Dead Kennedy’s lead singer but as quick as a whip

: ~he can change it to dead on generic males and female’s voices as well. Hugh

- also sings for the Nerd-Roq duet{F-}). You can send queries to Hugh Phukovsky

.- by writing to P.O. Box 33, 345 East Broadway, Vancouver, B.C., V5T 1M5 .
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Microphones and Acoustic Guita_rs

We see a lot of péopie at Sidewalk throwing 2 mic in front

of an acoustic, or we set up in 2 studio with our guitars and get

readv to record the next great american album. There’s a lot’

going on there, and you can enhance or ruin your sound de-
pending on what you do. :

Acoustic guitar is a very subtle instrument, and the con-
cepts involved in mic’ing it go a long way when used with
other instruments. ‘

First of all, distance is very important. Certain mic (dy-
namic mics)'s frequency response changes depending on how
close vou get to them. Moving backward or forward is like
turning the bass up or down on your stereo. Obvxously, voi-
ume 35 also affected by distance.

_enr_ he 2ss atr you're cromo to have in the rccordmg What '
his “zir™ is, is reflected sound coming from around the room,
" ds oprosed to the direct sound that comes straight from the. =
instrument without bouncing otfofanythmo Remember, very
feww.people listen 10 music bv pumng the:r ear nght up agamst w

thc pe*ror"‘;er 5 guilaf.

: '-.—\.:iotl-.cr important element is mic placement. Acoustics
sound very diffzrent depending on where your ear is. Try this:
-~ have someone alay guitar in front of you and plug one ear with . -
vour Znger. Close vour eyes and focus on the sound. Move -

from »our 2ar over the bridge to your ear over the soundhole,
to the {21k frew. behind the tail of the guitar, at the nut, etc.

As an approximation, I'll say that the tail and bridge are richer
in low mids, the sound hole is full, and the neck is brighter and
more high-ended. Each one of these positions changes sound
depending on how close you are, as mentioned above.

Aside from the kind of guitar you play and how you play it, the

- last element is the mic. As in last month's column, different
“+"nics accentuate different frequencies. The SM-58 used at the
.Sidewalk are a great general mic, but they are not the most

bass heavy mics around. Knowing this, you can compensate
by putting the mic in a bass heavy region on the guitar — the
soundhole or bridge.

The lesson here is this you can be your own soundperson. Don't
like your live sound? Move! Vocal being drowned out by gui-
tar? Give the mic some space! In live situations, you often
have to go with the close mic'd soundhole because it's the loud-
est part of the guitar (when you mic areas where it’s not so
loud, you have to turn the mic up, and that can cause feedback
in a live situation). -But it’s not the only place to mic and not
necessarily the best. Bridge, where the neck joins the body,
the 12th fret; the nut, and angled at the tail are common engi-
neers position for recording mic placement. Try ‘em. See which

* mic and where works best for your guitar.

" Distance, placement, and mic type are all going to drastically

affect your guitar sound (and any other sound: vocals, drums,

- amps). Acoustic guitar is a great instrument to experiment with
.because it produces such a range of frequencies and distinctive

tone with a number of different places to mic. One more thing
— (ry mic’ing it in more than one place at the same time and.

summing or panning the mics. As discussed in the last few. =

columns, when done without phase cancellation, this gives wide.’

... fat, phat guitar tone that can move around the stereo fi el'd de-

i ‘pending on which notes you play. OR, set up two mics, pan

- hard left and hard right, and move yourself around while you . .
“ “play to get stereo field movement. That’s some hokey pokey. “




NERD ROK CHRONICLES =

‘New York City, NY, Sunday, March 14%, The Sidewalk Cafe . -
" Over the phone Lach told me this show was a monthly event tiled
Strange Foik Sundays where he assemblés the strangest folk music
- across America. Being told this [ was psyched out to be there. When
I got there the only people there was the opening band and the sound -
" poard engineer. [t was 15 minutes before they had to perform and
- only myself and a quadriplegic stripper was around to witness.
Dl M 3 piece guitar, drums, and keyboards, The guitar
sang with this lazy bashfill-to-be-bukowski vocals but the lyrics
-~ where unbashfisl-to-be-with-bukowski. Music-wise S
Sounded like hippy-dippy Grafeful Dead, impossible to dance to but - -
with almost nobedy there 1 had the dance floor to myself I couldn’t -
- resist. Next Joh NNy §iZZle performed and he seemed really pissed
" " off so he plaved a heavy metal set spitting and shouting at people
.. and forsaking his old skool 1986 Metallica tour shirt showing off
_ his muscular physique. He even threatened to pee in cafe patrons
drinks. A group of fotks from Columbia really digged the SiZZler
~ and began to bang their heads aplenty. Metal. Dude, Metal. Then
SOME G{AY Who looked like Tony Bennett with slick hockey /o
hair plaved sericus pop songs with a band and mad fun of some guy .
hogging up the dance floor. He had this sweet high totally R+8
voice and he fuckin’ wore a fuil piece suit. Then Jay Rq GAL
- plaved authentic old countrv music with precision. An amazing
. guff voice. it was as if a real cowboy rede in on his horse and
" dropped by to sing some songs. He did originals but also covers _
“which gave the performance a countrv-western fried anti-reality trip.
The last performance of the ¢vening was Tina KO €€ N[HA
Who played folky slow pop about having a broken heart. Her high
voice would come down at the end of her stanzas which would make
ene feel so depressed that people left crving. That’s how efficient
and Magnificent Tina was. [ didn't feei like dancing anvmore.

o " HPPARANT LEE BOBDYLAN
Egé}gkﬁ!OWBOY EWALK IN ‘I'HE EARLY 60% ALIT

SID

Eau Claire, W1, Friday, April 9* INSIGHT Mo BE ‘FORE & WA ‘:DLSCOVERED
e ‘This show was in a community shelter in some | Davk " &\ il / \ I q —HJ e \T
. __.d_x_"j,mk red neck town 1% hours west of o AT P
“ Minneapolis. There was no drinking aloud so ALL =] “ 3 b uX CO(L
most folks drank whiskey and rum out in the Acomsty o
-.-.parking lot between punk acts. First up I’m The . Mutee 'E"Céadégcp | \Aj(’ Qi-” v}&

" iPjrate, He's The Ninja who are 2 guys, one on a
'stand-up bass and the other on an acoustic guitar
hat is hooked up to a metal petal and amp.

: either sang, completely instrumental, At times
thev sounded pop-like and then they would
swnch it to hardeore punk-metal. I liked a lot.

With people going oul to drink between sets

jsometlme it seems that nobody was at the show. 2

. moisy crust-core bands played next and man,

‘were they annoying, So fuck them. J ohNNy

3 SiZZle plays next and stupid pissant people

. j.:at&rted taking off but the 5iZZle played really-

. hard and brought most-back intelligent sober
SO folks He complained about his arm hurting a
Iot and screamed at people in a British accent.
Oh JohNNy, you're such a death-rocker. Of the
20 people there evervbody liked what they heard and

-applauded J.SiZZle to do an encore but he told them
to fuck off.
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“Vancouver, BC, Saturday, May 8", £ast-1st

House

This gig is how Acoustic Hardcore shouid righffully be run. This
‘was a basement show, f was free fo enter, the space and the
audience (iess than 15 people - fuck U we're what it is like 1o be
really undergreund) was small so there was no need to use
electicty. The fraveling minstret got paid through denations andt
the local performers supported JoANNy SiZZe by taking a
collection for him even affer their own sets. There was no aleshol
served but if someone brought some, well then drink. Best of all
the folks that whete there listened intensely to each song sung
bringing a feeling of respect for one’s infeligence. Chadd
Mac&luarry couldn't make it so F¥AN took his piace. He's notan
accomplished guitarlst but he makes up for it in singing songs
that are posiitve about obiaining peace but with a good sense
of humoui. joe/played-a fast paced 25 minute set with ihe
‘Slimax coming when he sang the song “Motherfucker”, joel sings

in a low volce and sounds fitfe bit ke polffical power-punk. Using

fult bar chords this plece of Nerd rock can glay. JohNMNy SiZ7e
plays last and he reailly teok his tme felling fun fo listen to stories
about his songs. He started off the set deing poittical sengs and
then somehow that led to pervered funes. He switched back to
polifical songs but they were more about when J.5. himsetf was
a homeless feliow back In 1994. After an invisible curtain caill
Si77le ended the evening by getting his good fiend Hugh
Phukovsky to sing their duet paiing of {F - ). They did a long
version of their Nerd rock hit “Diaper Bok”. Thanks, | needed this!

.qgsl{aﬁoon QK I:r-iclau Ao'ml ?5"4 F/u\!; Lu,\—
I showed up fete getting to this show and two bands have
dlready been plaving, Feeling tired fom not getting much rest

. on the bus. This was an al-ages show and the tattered

basement of this Top 4O dance club was packed with
teenagers slamming their ass every which way. After the 2
band of the evening to my surprise shaggy looking malcontent
gets on stage with an acoustic guitar lazily slung around his

.- neck and starts singing in a clear yet crappy voice.about

B demented stories of dealing drugs(he sounded fike he knew
- what he was talking about) and Satan nibbling on lis testicles.
*The nerd-rocker's name iam“‘"myfﬂﬁlﬁ'ﬁ( HAMPTON and

fis set started out with lots of energy but it waned by the
last 3 songs he played. Mer 7] . . BN some
annoving, HC punk band got on stage and tuckered oul the
teensged wonder biunders. Then JonVly &iZZe gets on stage

- beginning the set. playing reallv fet and heavy and unfuned.

Litlle Dy little, song by song vou could tell fom this punk

- scene who are the posers and who are the hosers. Once .

apain he complained about his aching arm and treated the

. audience fike a real bully, blewing off some nega-stean. He
- plaved well but he was a redl asshole.
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